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CAMEROON 


Opposition Leader Criticizes Biya Government 
AB!181320 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] As part of the battle to put Cameroon's economy back on 
its feet, President Paul Biya has embarked on a campaign against 
corruption, particularly in the public sector. But some opposition 
groups say too little has come too late. Albert Samba Ngwana, 
president of the Cameroon Democratic Party [CDP], is particu- 
larly critical of the government, and it’s not only the ailing 
economy he is complaining about. Mr Ngwana told Veronique 
Edwards in London that despite Cameroon’s Constitution, it is 
difficult or even impossible for any effective opposition groups to 
meet there 


{Begin recording] {Ngwana] There is no freedom of association. 
You have to take permission, and if the government feels the 
meeting is a political one, it will refuse. People have been 
harassed, arrested, and taken into detention. There is a system 
whereby even religious bodies cannot meet without permission, 
whereas the Constitution of Cameroon guarantees freedom of 
religion, freedom of the press, freedom of meeting. These things 
seem to be just on paper as far as Biya’s government is concerned. 


[Edwards] OK. You are the leader of the CDP and you are 
operating out of the country. How do you think you are going to 
achieve your aim if you are operating out of the country. 


| Ngwana| That is wrong, that is wrong, that is wrong. We are not 
operating outside the country. We are inside the country. My 
members are inside the country; my supporters are inside the 
country. | am a businessman as well and I spend a lot of time 
going round to do business. I have to earn money for myself, to 
maintain myself. 


{Edwards} But don’t you think it is better as the president of your 
party to operate within Cameroon than to operate outside Cam- 
eroon? 


[Ngwana] Well, I do give them the information they require. It 
is only of recent that I have not gone home for the mere reason 
that Biya has given the instructions that when I come in I should 
not be allowed out. I cannot get stuck in Cameroon. I would 
disappear in the dungeons as many people have disappeared. 


[Edwards] When you say people have disappeared in Cameroon, 
who are we talking about? Can you give an example? 


[Ngwana] Well, there is a case, a very recent case of my own 
personal secretary, Isidore Nkambe. I have, in fact, handed this 
matter over to Amnesty International and other international 
bodies to fight. This was an innocent chap I sent with specific 
letters to President Biya because I believe that most of the other 
confidential letters had not been getting to him, and they have 
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the impudence to arrest an innocent child like that, put him in 
the (?DL) [expansion unknown] dungeon in Yaounde. From 
there, he has disappeared in the north and we don't know whether 
he is alive or not. 


{Edwards} What was in the letters that you sent to this man to 
take to the president for which he was arrested? 


{Ngwana] First, we asked Biya that look, you came and you 
promised the nation. You told the nation, now we are free, we 
can start political parties, we allow democracy, and we are going 
to stop corruption. And then I gave him suggestions. The first 
thing | told him was that look, we want to know where the oil 
money is going to. We asked him to institute a public inquiry so 
that we can stop the avenues, the loopholes where the money is 
being salted away. I asked him for this inquiry to enable future 
governments to be abie to account for the oi! money. But he did 
not. Why is he so afraid of instituting a public inquiry on the oil 
which constitutes more than 70 percent of our total revenue? 
Why? 


[Edwards] Mr Ngwana, there is something I am going to ask 
you: The allegations that you also left Cameroon because you 
took Cameroon money. 


{Ngwana] (laughs] I laugh. Now I left Cameroon because I took 
Cameroon money. First, | am proud that I am the first Cameroo- 
nian to start a bank, and I ran that bank successfully for 7 years. 
And when we had political pressure on the bank so that we should 
not operate professionally, I resigned. I resigned. And moreover, 
when I resigned, we had a commission of inquiry. It was an 
official inquiry. The people were asked to come and give evidence, 
and I was found clean. 


[Edwards]So are you suggesting that if you go back to Cameroon 
now there is no way you are going to come out? 


[Ngwana] I have said it and I am saying it again. They will, as is 
the normal case with most of the other politicians, they will hold 
your passports; they will refuse to give you an exit visa, and you 
cannot come out. I’ve got full information about that and I am 
not taking a chance now, but I am going in. When | am going, 
I'll tell Biya’ I’m coming in, you cannot arrest me. In fact, I am 
waiting fo: the elections. I told Biya that he has to make sure that 
my party is allowed to contest the elections. 


[Edwards] When are the elections? 


[Ngwana] Normally there should be elections this year or next 
year, according to how the president feels. The Constitution says 
that every 5 years. [sentence as heard] The presidential elections 
are supposed to come up in 1989. 


[Edwards] So if your party is not registered, how are you going 
to contest the elections? 


[Ngwana] The president's party is not registered. I am telling you 
that no party in Cameroon is registered. If he stops my party his 
own too should be stopped. We have passed the days of Ahidjo 
[former president of Cameroon] Ahidjo was a terror. We are not 
going to allow Biya again to terrorize us. We have now taken the 
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matter into our hands. If Biya does not want the elections, then 
there will be no elections for everybody. If he doesn’t want us to 
contest, then nobody will contest. [end recording] 


GABON 


Bongo Speaks at Independence Day Celebration 
AB181000 Libreville Africa No. | in French 1230 GMT 
17 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] Gabon has made history. It is celebrating its 27th 
independence anniversary today. The traditional military and 
civilian parade took place this morning on Independence Avenue. 
It was attended by the Gabonese head of state, Omar Bongo; by 
members of government and the diplomatic corps; and by repre- 
sentatives of friendly countries. Pierre-Brice Ndumba was at the 
scene. 


{Begin Ndumba recording] This year’s parade was indeed cut 
down to size to conform with the austerity measures taken by the 
Gabonese authorities. Most observers were surprised by the 
brevit) of the ceremony, which lasted only 3 hours. This is a 
record in the annals of Gabon’s independence. [end recording] 


On the international scene, Gabon has a good reputation in both 
the economic and political fields. Rich in mineral resources, 
Gabon is of much interest to all the developed countries. Even 
during this economic crisis, foreign investors are not discouraged, 
because they know that the country is potentially rich. Besides, 
the IMF, which closely monitors the state of African countries’ 
economies, recommends measures for their recovery. During his 
recent visit to the United States, the Gabonese head of state was 
once again promised the support of this country. In his address 
to the nation yesterday evening, he stressed his satisfaction with 
the United States. Listen to El Hadj Omar Bongo. 


[Begin Bongo recording} My recent visits to France and the PRC, 
and very recently, to the United States, and the important talks 
I held with both heads of state and officials of international 
financial institutions, and with bankers and businessmen, have 
proved to me that Gabon’s international credibility is intact. This 
credibility has not been jeopardized in the least by the present 
crisis in our country. That is why we were able to obtain not only 
the rescheduling of our external debts, but also a considerable 
amount of foreign aid. The two important events I am most 
pleased about are the approval! of our structural adjustment 
program, reviewed by the IMF, and our rejoining the World 
Bank. This will now enable us to get loans that will help us to 
revive Our economic growth and continue our development. 


I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank France 
and the United States for their continued trust in us and for their 
aid to our country in these difficult times. The friendly gestures 
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of these countries, including friendly countries such as, the PRC 
-- which I have not forgotten -- help to encourage us to show with 
determination that we are one of the countries capable of over- 
coming the crisis and reviving our economic and social growth. 
{end recording] 


Gabon’s political reputation on the international scene can be 
judged from the role played by President Omar Bongo in the 
Chadian national reconciliation process. Jean-Valere Mbina- 
Manza reports: 


[Begin Mbina-Manza recording] President Omar Bongo makes 
every possible effort to put Gabon at the service of peace in 
Africa. Gabonese diplomacy has distinguished itself in this field, 
especially in the Chadian conflict, which has discouraged many 
mediators. The role played by the Gabonese head of state in this 
area has been cited as the correct course of action. Patiently, the 
Gabonese authorities have succeeded in convincing many former 
opposition leaders to take part in national reconciliation. Some 
of these former opposition leaders are today among President 
Hissein Habre’s closest associates. The international community 
was not indifferent to Gabon’s contribution to this national 
reconciliation process, the objective of which is to restore Chad- 
ian prestige. President Omar Bongo was rewarded by receiving 
the Dag Hammarskjold Peace Prize. 


Encouraged by the results obtained in the Chadian reconciliation 
process, Gabon is seeking to renew the dialogue between Angola 
and the United States, whose differences continue to plunge 
many families into mourning and, especially, to hinder Angolan 
economic development. That is certainly another story. But being 
on good terms with both Luanda and Washington, the Gabonese 
head of state is not discouraged from trying to bring the two 
protagonists around to reaching an agreement on the two issues 
of the presence of Cuban troops in Angola, and the Namibian 
situation, which remains deadlocked. 


In the humanitarian field, Gabonese solidarity has been in line 
with what can be expected from Africans. In 1984, Guinea 
benefited from the assistance of Gabonese authorities after an 
earthquake that killed 4% peop'e. The following year, the same 
gesture was made towards Niger and Ethiopia, which received 
clothes, provisions, and drugs to ease the suffering from famine 
and drought. 


Finally, Gabonese diplomacy distinguished itself on the question 
of relations with Israel. In spite of all that has been said about 
the intentions of his country, President Omar Bongo thought it 
would be unwise to reestablish diplomatic relations with Israel. 
He thought that since Gabon has undertaken to have the PLO 
represented in Libreville, and since Israel does not recognize the 
Palestinian right to self-determination, it would be illogical to 
renew relations with Israel. [end recording] 
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ANGOLA 


Dos Santos Announces Economic Reorganization 
MB171554 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Speech by Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos at a 
seminar on the economic and financial reorganization program 
in Luanda on 17 August — recorded] 


[Text] Comraces, once political power has been attained by any 
revolutionary party, the next task is to solve the economic prob- 
lems [words indistinct]. (? No) democratic and people’s revolution 
can be strengthened and fulfill its strategic and fundamental 
goals without creating the conditions to satisfy the material needs 
[words indistinct], and the growing [words indistinct] of the 
popular masses. (?In dealing) with this principle, the late Presi- 
dent Agostinho Neto stated that the most important thing is to 
solve the problems of the people. 


Accordingly, tie MPLA, which is today a labor party, has sought 
to (?implement) its national reconstruction program since |1 
November 1975, when independence was proclaimed in order to 
(?ensure) economic and social development. A number of party 
and [words indistinct] documents deal with the (?solution of this 
problem), but it is worth recalling the assessment made in August 
1976 


At that time we noted that over 30,000 medium and higher grade 
experts had left the country. Some 2,500 enterprises were para- 
lyzed, of which some 75 percent had been abandoned by their 
owners. Out of the 153,000 vehicles that were registered in 
(21973), there were only 8,000. Dozens of bridges which ensured 
communications with all provinces had been destroyed. The 
trading network was disrupted, as was the educational system. 
Administrative services did not [words indistinct] and files, stud- 
ies, and projects were missing. 


In addition to this, one must mention the war of aggression which 
is waged against us by the racist South African regime, either 
directly or through mercenary forces, and by the UNITA armed 
gangs who massacre peaceful people, sabotage economic and 
strategic areas, and destroy property essential for the develop- 
ment of our people. Estimates indicate that the losses caused by 
the war amount to $12 billion. There are over 600,000 displaced 
people, 150,000 refugees, 60,000 dead, and a great number of 
crippled. This does not include the [words indistinct] by the 
insecure and unstable situation still prevailing in the war zones 
covering productive and (?economic) sectors. 


This gloomy situation shows the causes of the enormous dif- 
ficulties we are currently experiencing in the social, economic, 
and organizational sectors. Such cauces have come about 
irrespective of our will, and we were unable to prevent them. In 
making a profound assessment of the economic situation the 
MPLA-Labor Party’s Second Congress detected, in addition to 
these objective causes, causes of a subjective nature. Both are 
reasons for the current stagnation of the national economy. These 
subjective causes include the lack of coordination between the 
national plan, the state general budget, and the foreign exchange 
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budget. Such a situation renders the current system of economic 
management inoperative. | Words indistinct] socialist system, the 
bureaucratic nature of the economic (? management), the [words 
indistinct], the disorganization and mismanagement of enter- 
prises, the growing corruption and lack of discipline, and the 
[words indistinct]. 


Aware of the serious situation, the MPLA-Labor Party's Second 
Congress decided that the management of the economy should 
be based on a set of principles, methods and procedures which 
permit the correct implementation of the major tasks of planning, 
organization [words indistinct] and control of activities related to 
the country’s economic life. The economic management system 
should be based on the objective nature of the economic laws of 
[words indistinct] socialist society, and particularly [words indis- 
tinct] the need for the centralized planning of the economy, and 
the regulation of the [words indistinct} monetary-mercantile 
relationship. 


The second congress outlined strategic principles which should 
guide party and state activities within the framework of economic 
management, while stressing the need to attain in 1986 [words 
indistinct], giving priority to the country’s defense requirements, 
achieving greater efficiency at work and in production, improv- 
ing the supply of goods to the people as a condition to ensure the 
successful outcome of economic stability. The congress assigned 
priority to foreign trade relations and the stepping up of exports 
as part of the fundamental factor in stabilizing the national 
economy. The congress also assigned priority to the rational 
utilization of national cadres, and streamlining of cooperation; 
improvement of methods of socialist planning; and reorganiza- 
tion of methods of economic management through the efficient 
implementation [words indistinct} 


Only the first guideline was fulfilled 1. 1986 and during the past 
months of 1987. These 2 years have been marked by a drastic 
reduction in foreign exchange earnings [words indistinct] and 
which have further aggravated our economic situation. 


The shortage of funds to meet our foreign obligations has caused 
an enormous financial crisis and a growing economic recession. 
Accordingly, it was not possible to ensure the normal acquisition 
of consumer goods abroad. In 1986 the amount earmarked for 
the importation of consumer goods was about 50 percent of the 
amount allocated for 1985. It was not possible to stockpile raw 
materials for enterprises, and the level of imports of intermediary 
goods dropped by two thirds. As a result, enterprises began using 
the existing stocks; some of them had to halt production because 
of a shortage of raw materials or lack of maintenance. The 
general state budget deficit has increased, and there has been a 
significant (?iacrease) in budget expenditure. 


The amount of foreign debt increased and despite import reduc- 
tion, we had to resort to increased credit buying. The capital 
(2outlay) in 1986 increased by 20 percent as compared to 1985. 


In the face of this situation of crisis caused by external factors, 
the party and state department for economy gave increasing 
attention to emergency and austerity measures to overcome the 
difficulties, rather than restructuring the economy and its man- 
agement system. We continued this way for over a year and half 


VII. 19 Aug 87 


after the holding of the Second Congress of the MPLA-Labor 
Party. During this period, it became increasingly more clear to 
us that it was most dangerous to continue with measures that did 
not resolve in depth the problems which are behind the economic 
crisis in which our country has been plunged practically since the 
proclamation of our independence. 


The direct and indirect war waged against the Angolan people 
by the racist South African regime with the support of the United 
States is a determining factor in this crisis. However, we have to 
admit with courage and in the spirit of self-criticism that there 
are factors that we can get rid of to significantly improve this 
(difficult situation). 


As was correctly pointed out during the opening session of the 
first national party conference held 2 years ago, it would be 
unrealistic to wait for the end of war to correct or lessen the [word 
indistinct] and difficulties that we have already detected in the 
economic management system and in the operation of the leading 
organs of the economy and material formation. 


(?The absolute political power) of the representation of the party 
central body, all ministries and state secretariats, the provincial 
commissariats, the National Union of Angolan Workers and 
trade unions, as well as other mass and social organizations and 
so on, demonstrate that there is [word indistinct] awareness over 
the need to [words indistinct]. We must correct whatever we did 
wrong or was ill-conceived in the economic field. We must use 
themost realistic and dynamic measures to speed our national 
reconstruction and our march toward the building of socialism. 


Nobody should be afraid, thinking that we shall bring people to 
the dock. Everybody's intelligence and efforts are needed to find 
the fairest and (?fastest) solutions. Only those who will not 
understand that we have entered a new phase will be brought to 
the dock — those who, instead of speeding up creative ideas and 
new methods of work and management, fail to do so as in the past. 


The particularly difficult phase facing the Angolan economy is 
characterized by the deterioration of salary purchasing power, 
low work productivity, insufficient assetsin the state and business 
sectors, the state general budget deficit,the inability of the 
banking sector to pay dividends on deposits, and the increasing 
foreign debt, which demand from all of us, leaders, and cadres a 
serious, meticulous, coherent, and total effort to restructure the 
economic management system and to find ways that will lead to 
the recovery of the national economy. 


Despite the delay of about | year and a half years, we are not 
starting from scratch. Our starting point is the economic and 
financial reorganization program approved by the last session of 
the central committee whose objective was to create conditions 
for the beginning of the process of economic stabilization and 
rehabilitation through the application of a correct policy of 
alliances, revision of the economic management system, and the 
economic and financial reorganization of the country’s accounts. 


Tlie policy of alliances is designed to organize a family- 
basedeconomy and private enterprise in the rural areas and cities 
within the national economic network in accordance with the 
goals set by the national plan. This should take into account the 
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rapid, excessive , and disorganized growth of the economy's state 
sector, and the inability to ensure the profitable management of 
small enterprises. This does not exclude the possibility of 
transferring pari of these enterprises to the private sector in 
accordance with terms to be outlined, while the state will center 
its attention on essential and strategic economic units. 


In the field of planning the state genera! budget will be linked to 
the national plan, and the foreign exchange budget will form part 
of the state general budget. The system of approving and fulfill- 
ing plans, which have no relation to the country’s real capabilities 
and financial resources, will be abolished. The projects forming 
part of the national plan must not exceed the financial capacity 
of the state and enterprises, that is, investment at state and 
enterprise levels cannot be made without a previous internal 
Savings program. This measure is designed to eliminate the 
growing imbalance between the people’s income and the mercan- 
tile fund. 


Another sourge of imbalances is the chapter of the state general 
budget which deals with the war effort. The program provides 
for a methodical financing of defense’s internal expenditure in 
order not to jeopardize the normal activities of the national 
economy. 


In view of its specific, selective, and financial aspect,compulsory 
borrowing to finance defense will create a stable source of 
income, and will create just regulations, as well as compensate 
the people with credit certificates to be reimbursed after the war. 
Thus, the economic and financial reorganization is designed on 
one hand to adjust the financial resources to the planning pri- 
orities. On the other hand it is designed to create an income and 
price system suitable for development. 


In order to attain these goals it is imperative that we reorganize 
the country’s internal and externa) accounts. From a 
chronological standpoint, one of the main goals of theeconomic 
and financial reorganization should be based on the appraisal of 
the foreign debt with a view to working out a plan to reschedule 
its payment based on our real capabilities, and enabling us to deal 
with our partners. 


By 31 December 1986 the country’s external debt amounted to 
11,335 billion kwanzas, that is, about $4 billion. Angola's foreign 
debt was normal for a developing country, (?whose capacity) 
[word indistinct] and ensure its defense. 


The sharp decline in the price of oil in early 1986 resulted in a 
rapid growth of the external debt. Although Angola was one of 
the countries in the world which introduced a decisive austerity 
policy (?to cope with the) crisis, taking into account a drop in 
earnings estimated at 24 billion kwanzas, the deficit from the 
current transactions has only increased by less than [words 
indistinct]. In addition to this, and in view of the debt [words 
indistinct] is on the increase (?in view of) the servicing of the debt. 
However, in the next few years [words indistinct] the capital 
reimbursement. 


Accordingly, the strategy that has been adopted is based on the 
resumption of a satisfactory level of imports and [words indis- 
tinct] economic reorganization. The fact that Angola has not 
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been accepted by the international finance organizations, has 
prevented access to [words indistinct] long-term interest free 
loans. 


As I mentioned in the last session of the central committee, 
international cooperation (?has an important) role to play in the 
implementation of the economic and financial reorganization 
program in both the economic and financial! sectors. Accordingly, 
it will be necessary to correctly outline the type of cooperation 
with Western countries, particularly the nonaligned countries. 
For historic reasons, Angola inherited from colonialism an eco- 
nomic and social infrastructure which was imported from West- 
ern European countries. 


Ir this phase of national reconstruction, we cannot do away with 
cooperation with Western countries. We must ensure the main- 
tenance and operation of the infrastructure. Actually their par- 
ticipation in national reconstruction is inevitable. What is most 
important is for us to be able to find, within the framework of 
current conditions, ways of making economic relations with 
Western countries advantageous to the People’s Republic of 
Angola. 


In this context, the Angolan Government will express its inten- 
tion to join the IMF on the basis of its progran for economic and 
financial reorganization. Angola's eventual membership in the 
IMF ill not prevent it from deepening its relations with CEMA, 
the Lusophone African nations, or SADCC. Angola will be active 
in this last organization by activiating the fiscal, customs, and 
exchange rate policies on a long-term basis that would prepare 
the ground for the economic integration of the region, which at 
the moment is only observed in the field of infrastructures. 


This integration which is currently being carried out against 
hegemonic attempts by the racist Pretoria regime will in future 
undoubtedly extend to a South Africa freed from apartheid. 


Dear comrades, it is our party and government [words indistinct] 
the economic and social policy [words indistinct]. There is no 
doubt that the (?strategic alliance will not stop us) from cooperat- 
ing [words indistinct] breaking of relations between rural and 
urban areas [words indistinct]. 


It is therefore necessary to review the (?dimension) of the state 
sector and the reorganization of the private sector. Within the 
framework of the establishment of business conditions, an eco- 
nomic package must be considered for reorganizing the country 
and its finances, while adopting a general code which does not 
exclude various forms of property. 


Today it is undeniable that by spreading progressive human, 
technical, and material efforts through many different activities, 
the state has not been able to avoid the deterioration of services 
inthe sectors concerned. [Words indistinct], finance, civil admin- 
istration, and so on. On the other hand, siate involvement in 
small-scale trade and services did not prevent the increase and 
boom in [words indistinct] of pr ‘ate initiative [words indistinct]. 
The field of internal trade program has been particularly 
privileged in enjoying a policy of alliances between the state and 
private sectors. It is woth mentioning the following things, among 
other matters, important to the (?profite bility) of the sector:--the 
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authorization of the free movement of products among our 
provinces, integration of private trade by turning today’s clandes- 
tine traders into citizens with a fiscal status, and the increase of 
agricultural production areas in urban sectors through irrigation 
programs and productive utilization of the soil. Under these 
circumstances, it is most appropriate to reestablish the system of 
exchange and communications between the rural and urban 
areas--a condition for the division of labor which is the key to 
economic progress. 


There can be no trade without transport. The state must concen- 
trate its efforts on large investments in transport--rail, air, sea, 
and long-distance road transport. We cannot allow private initia- 
tive in the road transport system in general. Side by side, it is 
necessary to reduce costs and risks of transport by bringing 
agricultural activities closer to the cities and by promoting 
manufacturing activities in the countryside. 


The diriving force in this process of regional reorganization 
includes retail trade, transit trade, transport, civil construction, 
agricultural and livestock activity, handicrafts, carpentry, 
shoemaking, tailoring, and so. They are all favorable activities 
for the development of the private sector. 


The intention of the program of economic and financial reorga- 
nization, within the framewortk of the restructuringof the state 
and private sectors, is not of changing into a private system but 
of making the management of the economy more efficient by 
concentrating the state apparstus on the most urgent tasks and 
by controlling and closely following those engaged in private 
activity, small producers, and so on, particularly in the field of 
production of basic commodities, such as agricultural and agro- 
industrial products, in conformity with the objectives of the 
economic policy defined by the party. The new outlook, 
indispensable to the management of the productive sector, 
implies allowing cooperation among enterprises, irrespective of 
their juridical status. Furthermore, it should allow business 
investments to be directed at sectors which are in great demand 
by the people’s purchasing power. 


The practice of providing material rewards demands that enter- 
prises be allowed to remunerate workers whose functions are 
more useful in the productive process. The fixing of prices in view 
of salary hikes, without an increase in productivity, resulted in 
an accumulation of deficits in the business sector. Thus, it is 
necessary to update the current price structure in order to permit 
various kinds of investments, namely replenishing of stock, 
replacement of equipment, and so on. Moreover, it is imperative 
that enterprises be allowed to invest in any part of the country 
without hindrance by existing restrictions just because the logic 
of market policies does not correspond to the administrative 
divisions of the country. 


The role of leadership ought to be strengthened, particularly 
within rnistries. Accordingly, it is necessary to review the 
system of appointing enterprise directors. The daily control 
system should be stabilized through appropriate mechanisms. 
Ministerial control should be restricted to compliance with the 
plan's principles, the state general budget, the foreign exchange 
budget, and general rules of administration. Law Number 17/77 
should be reviewed with a view to strengthening economy and 
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business management and the attribution of rights to business 
activities. 


The adjustment of production, with a view tc . utisfying the needs 
of the people, implies a silent dialogue between manufacturers 
and consumers through the laws of supply and demand. Those 
investments, the importance of which might not be backed by 
market conditions, and the education, health, public sector, and 
other infrastructures, as well as the utilization of renewable and 
nonrenewable resources, will ve assisted by the national plan and 
financed by the state general budget. [passage indistinct] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Chissano Addresses Seventh Central Committee Session 
MB171434 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1100 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Speech by Joaquim Chissano, chairman of Frelimo and presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, at the opening of 
the seventh session of the central committee in Maputo on 17 
August — recorded |] 


[Text] Comrade members of the central committee, comrade first 
secretaries of the provincial party committees, comrade sec- 
retaries general of mass democratic organizations: As we begin 
the proceedings of this seventh session of the central committee, 
we salute the comrades who come from different corners of our 
country and from different production and fighting fronts. We 
salute your determination and participation in the struggle 
waged by the Mozambican peopie for national reconstruction, 
defense of the fatherland, and preservation of our independence 
under the leadership of our party. 


Through you, we salute all the militants of the glorious Frelimo 
Party. The secret of our victories lies in the quality of work 
carried out by the party members. The Mozambican revolution 
is consolidated thanks to the great fighting and resistance ability 
demonstrated by our militants who, at times, have to work under 
hard and difficult conditions. The work and the role played by 
the members of the central committee is the guarantor of party 
growth, of its deep-rooted ingraining in the people, and of its 
expanded capacity to fulfill the aspirations of our militants and 
all our citizens. As said by our late Comrade President Samora 
Machel, and | uote, the party is the torch that gives us light, 
unquote. Accordingly, we thank all those who contribute bril- 
liance of this torchlight. We salute all those who have trodden 
the path illuminated by this torchlight, a path which is at times 
thorny, but which certainly leads to our destiny — a destiny of 
peace, well-being, and progress. 


It is with warmth and great esteem that we salute our soldiers, 
sergeants, and officers, as well as all those in our defense and 
security forces who fight the enemy with bravery and self-denial, 
thus defending our fatherland. We salute the Mozambican peo- 
ple, as well as the mass democratic organizations and social and 
professional organizations, for the heightened patriotic 
awareness and the enthusiasm with which they tackle the recon- 
struction of our fatherland and the consolidation of our national 
unity. 
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The fifth and sixth sessions of the Central Committee were 
occasions providing an opportunity for deep reflection. They 
allowed us to formulate important and positive measures for 
organizing our leadership structures and restructuring our soci- 
ety. During the first half of this year, we have already observed 
advances ana improvements in party work, rehabilitation of our 
economy, reorganization of our defense and security forces, 
diplomacy, and mobilization of international! solidarity. 


This effort led to hard and persistent activity by our party which 
we must pursue. We must continue with this process of change, 
the improving of working methods and making our organization 
address the real problems facing our country and people. 


The enemy has been engaged in the most brutal violence in an 
effort to neutralize our successes and efforts. We are committed 
to overcoming these difficulties. When we were enthusiastically 
carrying out our 10-year development program in 1981, the 
enemy intensified his aggression and terrorism against our coun- 
try. Today, having foiled the enemy plan to divide the country 
across the Zambezi Valley, when we launch tue economic reha- 
bilitation program, and when we begin to see positive results in 
our emergency and economic rehabilitation program, the enemy 
wrath increases, evidenced by horrible forms of criminal activity 
of unprecedented scope and vandalism. Homoine and Manjacaze 
will remain in our hearts as an expression of the un. .alifiably 
inhuman nature of terrorist aggression against our society. As 
our homage to the memory of victims of the armed banditry 
throughout our country, | asked the members of the central 
committee and all those present to observe | minute of silence. 
[pause] Thank you very much. 


Dear comrades, this year we mark the 10th anniversary of the 
founding of the Frelimo Party and 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the Mozambique Liberation Front, Frelimo. These 
are two historical dates that clearly demonstrate our determina- 
tion to have a national and a united people. As we mark these 
anniversaries, we are inspired by the example of all those whose 
courage and perseverance in the struggle led to the achievement 
and ensured the defense of our independence. We recall how we 
were objectively able to demonstrate that unity is our people's 
principal strength and is capable of defeating the strongest 
adversities imposed on us. 


In every phase of the reconstruction of the Mozambican nation, 
we exemplify the self-denial and sacrifice that all our people have 
been going through, thus allowing us to make major leaps for- 
ward in the consolidation of our national unity and patriotism. 
During the last year and the first 8 months of this year, we have 
deeply felt this way of life. The party is the force that leads all 
our people toward the fulfillment of the historical mission of 
building a united and free fatherland from Rovuma River to 
Maputo River, where everyone can contribute to our progress and 
well-being. 


We are certain that in this Central Committee session we shall 

once again hold the banner of national unity high, thus emerging 

stronger and more determined to defend our fatherland and the 

revolution. We shall find ways of enriching our organization, our 

working methods, the coordination of our organs of leadership, 

deepening our discipline, as well as better defining each one’s 
t 
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task. Thus, we shall continue to make our party faithful trustee 
of the legitimate aspirations of the Mozambican people. 


Comrade members of the Central Committee, the Political 
Bureau and the Central Committee Secretariat will present a 
report on the activities carried out by the party since the sixth 
session and on the country’s general situation. This report will be 
assessed by the seventh session of the central committee. The 
session will also examine important issues in our party's internal 
life. The central committee will equally assess the report from 
the constitutional cevision commission. It will also be briefed on 
the ongoing measures in the reorganization of the Mozambique 
Armed Forces, FPLM, and on the implementation of the eco- 
nomic rehabilitation program during the first half of this year. 


The timely organization of our pe:ty’s fifth congress imp.ies that 
the central committee will have io discuss the establisament of 
specific conditions that will allow the start of preparatory work. 


Dear comrades, the central committee is meeting during a diffi- 
cult period which demands from the party a strengthened role in 
its leadership of the state and society in the face of intensified 
and brutal enemy aggression. 


Days of intense work and a deep examination of our life lie ahead. 
Forged in the hard battles of national reconstruction and the 
enobling of the Mozambican people, | am certain that we shall 
make the seventh session of the central committee another driv- 
ing force for the victorious advancement of the Mozambican 
revolution. 


“shall win, shall win, shall 
“shall triumph, shall tri- 


The revolution! [audience shouts: 
win” ] Socialism! [audience shouts: 
umph, shall triumph"]. The revolution! [audience shouts: “shall 
win, shall win, shall win”]. Socialism! [audience shouts: “shall 
triumph, shall triumph, shall triumph’’] The struggle continues! 
[audience shouts: “continues, continues, continues” } The struggle 
continues! [audience shouts: “continues, continues, contin- 
ues” |. The struggle continues! [audience shouts: “continues, 
continues, continues] Long live the unforgettable memory of 
President Samora Moises Machel! [audience shouts: “long live, 
long live, long live”’}. Long live the unforgettable memory of 
President Samora Moises Machel! [audience shouts: “long live, 
long live, long live’]. Long live the Frelimo Party! [audience 
shouts: “long live, long live, long live”]. Long live the Frelimo 
Party Central Committee! [Audience shouts: “long live, long 
live, long live]. Thank you very much! [applause] 


NAMIBIA 


BBC Interviews RSA’s Administrator General 
MB!171612 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] All the international efforts to find a solution to the 
Namibian indepencsnce issue have made little headway and, 
what is more, so have the internal efforts. Constitutional propos- 
a:s put up by the South African-sponsored Transitional Govern- 
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ment have got the thumbs-down, because most of the internal 
parties don't want it based on ethnic lines. The South Africans 
are proposing to bypass those plans by going ahead with ethnic 
elections, so the two sides are at loggerheads. On the line to 
Windhoek, Robin White asked the South African administrator 
general, Louis Pienaar, if it wasn't odd that he couldn't agree 
with proposals put up by a government created by the South 
Africans. 


[Begin recording]}| Pienaar] We are not in agreement, but, please, 
it’s not the pi-posal of the government. It is the proposal of four 
of the parties of the government. 


[White] But isn’t it a bit embarrassing when you create this 
Transitional Goverament which comes up with answers you just 
don’t like? 


[Pienaar] But I'm trying to explain to you that it is not the 
decision of the government; it's the decision of some of the parties 
of the government. 


[White] But the majority has clearly said to you that they don’t 
want an ethnically based constitution. 


[Pienaar] That is correct. But on the other hand, this majority is 
not an elected majority. We don't know to what extent they 
represent the people in this country. | am not suggesting they 
don’t — they could very well do so — but the point is, of course, 
that we have to hold elections of some sort to determine in fact 
whether the broad masses of the people would support such a 
proposal. And that is where we come in with our sugeestion that 
second-tier government election be held, so that this matter could 
be tested during the course of those elections. 


[White] It looks as though someone’s goin, to have to give way, 
either you or the majority on the Transitional Government. 
Somebody's got to give way. 


[Pienaar] Let us hold the elections, and then we will see what the 
wishes of the broad masses of the people are in this respect 


[White] So you're going to go ahead anyway with the elections, 
ani hope that they vote differently than the Transitional Gov- 
ernment? 


[Pienaar] It's quite possible that they might do so. There is the 
vast Ovamboland, where you have the majority of the people 
living, and the Ovambos, to my mind, are marginally represented 
in the Transitional Government, and that is one of our problems 
about this whole issue. 


[White] Surely the majority of the people in Ovamboland are 
much more militant still and support SWAPO? 


[Pienaar] Well, that might be so, but there are other factors, there 
are other factions as well that might have other views, and we 
would like to give them an opportunity of expressing their views. 


[White] If the Transitional Government doesn't come round to 
your point of view, will you just sack them? Or what will you do? 
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[Pienaar] | have already indicated, in public speeches, that it is 
not a solution that | am contemplating, or that the South African 
Government is conternplating, not at all. We shall have to 
continue talking until we come to some understanding and, as | 
say, the holding of elections onsecond-tier might clear the air and 
might indicate to us which way the wind is blowing, whether it’s 
blowing in favor of these ideas proposed by the four parties or in 
favor of other ideas. We must see. 


[White] When it comes down to it, isn’t it a question of you 
digging your heels in and wanting guarantees for minority rights, 
meaning white minority rights? 


[Pienaar] You see, the whites are only about 6 percent in this 
country. When I'm speaking about minority rights, I can’t pos- 
sibly just be referring to them. I have not come here to protect 
just white interests. 


[White] You've been in Namibia for some time now, Mr Pienaar. 
Do you basically think, yourself, that the Sourh Africans should 
be looking to get out of Namibia? 


[Pienaar] Well, South Africa has offered Namibia on a plate to 
any one of the five Western powers before, and we couldn't find 
any takers. And we have already indicated — and that's our fixed 
and firm policy — is to get out of this territory, on the basis that 
we have a free society and have free and fair elections in the 
process of achieving that independence. And that is why we are 
taking our stance on the Cuban troop withdrawal. 


[White] So, how far away is the South Africans’ getting out? 


[Pienaar] That depends entirely on how soon we can get an 
arrangement on Cuban troop withdrawal fixed, and firm 
agreement and satisfactory arrangement about Cuban troop 
withdrawal. If that happens tomorrow, we will be out the day 
after. [end recording] 


Says RSA ‘Ultimate Authority’ 
MB!71102 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1035 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Windhoek Aug 17 SAPA — South Africa remained the 
ultimate authority in SWA/Namibia and until internationally- 
recognised independence was gaired the interests of the two 
countries would have to be mutually accommodated, the 
administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, said in Windhoek 
today. 


“That is a given fact and we cannot work with fiction,” he told 
the opening session of the legislative assembly for whites. 


The administrator-general acted as the representative in 
SWA/Naribia of the South African state president who 
retained certain powers over the territory. 


The office of the administrator-general was an integral part of 
the legislative process in SWA/ Namibia and an active partici- 
pant in public debate, and it would be incorrect to deduce that 
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he merely had a ceremonial function which required of him to 
act at all times on the advice of the transitiona: government. 


“It is his task to convey the views of the Republic of South Africa, 
particularly where South Africa's interests are involved, to the 
transitional government and to the people,” Mr Pienaar said. 


The administrator-general was not tied to the interests of any 
sinele group of political parties, but as the present incumbent, 
Mr Pienaar said, he had consulted individually with party leaders 
in the SWA/ Namibian cabinet concerning the proposed second- 
tier elections in the territory. 


“Approaches, however, cannot always come from one direction 
only and a lack of feed-hack often compels one to act ir public,” 
Mr Pienaar said. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
NUM, AAC Talks Stall as Miners Strike Begins 1 1th Day 


NUM Walks Out of Talks 
MB181637 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1635 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 18, SAPA — The Nationa! Union of 
Mineworkers delegation walked out of talks with Anglo Ameri- 
can today, after receiving a message that violence had broken out 
at the President Steyn mine in the Free State. 


Anglo s head of industrial relations, Mr Bobby Godsell, said the 
NUM delegation had wa!ked out of the second round of nego- 
tiations to reduce the ievel of violence on the company's mines 
since the start of the nine-day-old coal and gold miners’ strike. 


An Anglo spokesman said from the company’s headquarters in 
Johannesburg that there had been an “incident at a concession 
store on the Virginia/Welkom road this afternoon. It did not 
occur on mine property and did not involve mine security from 
any of Freegolds mines,” the Anglo spokesman said. He added 
that any inquiries about the incident should be directed to the 
police. 


A spokesman for the police Division of Public Relaiions in 
Pretoria said he was not aware of any incident and would check. 
If it was “in any way unrest related,” information would only be 
given in the daily unrest report tomorrow. 


Addressing a press conference after the talks, Mr Godsell 
said: “It is with considerable regret that we have failed to reach 
an agreement on proposals to prevent violence on mines with the 
NUM.” 


He accused NUM of breaking up the talks after it had reports 
of violence at President Steyn. “After our last caucus we returned 
and were iold that violence had taken place at President Steyn 
Mine. Tiss information reached the union during the caucus and 
which we did not have. The union used this fact to break up the 
negotiations and we profoundly regret this.” 
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Mr Godsell said when talks adjourned yesterday, NUM has 
“indicated an acceptance of the fovr proposals nade by the AAC 
{Anglo American Corporation] on conditions as to how hostels 
should function during a legal wage strike and, in :urn, the NUM 
had raised eight proposals.” 


Anglo proposals to NUM yesterday included that: 


-—— All hostels should function normally. Hostel canteens, ablu- 
tion facilities and other essential services should operate normally 
under the control of the management personnel normally respon- 
sible for these services. 


— There should he normal access to hostels for workers, man- 
agement and union officials. 


— There snould normal access tc: shafts and plants with areas 
designated for peaceful picketing, should the union request this. 


~- Force or the threat of force should not be used by manage- 
ment, the union or union members to prevent workers from 
striking peacefully or working normally. 


Anglo, however, said managen ent remained “the responsible 
authority for maintaining peaceful conditior.; oa its property and 
will continue to ensure the protection of life and property.” 


Mr Godsell said Anglo — with regard to the use of police and 
mine security — had proposed that the union and Anglo create 
a pattern of cooperation at local level. 


Anglo had indicated to the NUM that it was willing to give the 
union an opportunity to deal with the hostels where access was 
not normal and where normal services were not being carried out. 
Mr Godsell said “the proposal of local level cooperation” was not 
discussed. 


Anglo reyected NUM's proposals that compensation be given by 
management to all workers injured in the strike and that all 
charges be dropped against workers arrested or charged by the 
SA Police. “The union sought from us an uncondition:! accep- 
tance of the principle of withdrawing charges and compensa- 
tion,” he said. “This we certainly were not able to give them 
without reference to the facts.” 


He said Anglo had proposed a joint review board to investigate 
each instance of violence reported. “We indicated our willingness 
to create a mechanism to investigate each instance of violence 
reported. We proposed a joint review board and offered it in a 
number of forms. We were open as to its composition and if it 
would function on a national or local level,” Mr Godsell said. 


Mr Godsell said the NUM had attributed strike-related mine 
violence to management. “We emphatically reject this. It is not 
in our interest to injure workers,” he said. 


Mr Godsell said Anglo was prepared to return to negotiations. 
“The bali is in the NUM's court. We are prepared to return to 
negotiations on meaningful issues. Mr Ramaphosa indicated that 
the talks we were having were futile because violence was con- 
tinuing,”” Mr Godsell said. 
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In a statement after the talks, Mr Godsell reiterated his call to 
the NUM to resume talks. He said after initial investigation of 
the President Steyn mine incident that resulted in NUM's walk- 
out it had been found that the incident had not occured on the 
mine property and had not involved mine security. He added that 
SAP intervention had not been requested by President Steyn 
management. “This underlines our regret of NUM’s action and 
we repeat our invitation for them to return to the talks,” he said. 


Speaking to the press after the NUM walkout, general secretary 
ir Cyril Ramaphosa said the NUM was also prepared to resume 
talks but felt that Anglo was not genuine in its stated desire to 
end violence on the mines. “We were prepared to accept their 
four proposals but they would only accept one of ours.” “The 
proposal that Anglo demobilise its mine security was accepted by 
the company but the company would not give a guarantee to 
enother NUM proposal that it would not call the SAP on to mine 
property.” 


Ramaphosa Explains Walkout 
MB181856 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1854 GMT 18 Aug 87 


{Text} Jonannesburg, Aug 18, SAPA — According to the secre- 
tary general of the National Union of Mineworkers, Mr Cyril 
Ramaphosa, |5 miners were injured in an incident at the gates 
of the President Steyn gold mine near Welkom this afternoon. 


Speaking about talks on minimising violence which broke off 
with the Anglo American Corporation this afternoon over the 
incident, Mr Ramaphosa told a press conference in Johannesburg 
tonight that the NUM had been “prepared to accept Anglo’s four 
proposals but they would only accept one of ours.” 


The proposal that Anglo demobilise its mine security was 
accepted by the company but Anglo would not give a guarantee 
to another NUM proposal that it would not call the South 
African Police on to mine property. 


Mr Ramaphosa, said that at President Steyn police acted against 
men who were waiting for buses and taxis off mine property as 
the mine had been sealed off to transport. “The police acted in 
full view of mine security,” he said. 


A spokesman for the police Public Relations Directorate in 
Pretoria, tonight confirmed that an ‘aciden' nad taken place on 
the road between Welkom and Virginia outside the entrance to 
the number four shaft et President Steyn at 2:1 Spm. He said that 
an “illegal gathering of about 40 people formed and refused to 
disperse when asked to do so by police. Five tearzas cannisters 
and rubber bullets were fired and no injuries were reported,” the 
police spokesman said. 


Mr Ramaphosa said that some of the 15 claimed by the union to 
be injured had been taken to hospitals. 


Reacting to an Anglo statement that the talks had broken down 
before the report from the Free State had been received, another 
member of the NUM negotiating team, Mr Marcel Golding, told 
SAPA negotiations were “still continuing although we were in 
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disagreement on some issues and we broke to see if we could reach 
agreement on other r..atters. 


“Anglo had earlier broken to discuss ar-ong themsrlves and when 
they returned they told us they would not compensate injured 
workers nor drop charges against workers arrested. 


“We then felt tha: Anglo was not really genuine in its desire to 
end violence on the mines, but we broke to see if we could find 
agreement on other issues and «en we heard of the violence at 
President Steyn,” Mr Golding said. 


He added the union had accepted Anglo’s four proposals to end 
violence but reiterated that the NUM felt they were not enough 
to really curb the violence that has injured at least 309 striking 
miners and had close on 300 arrested. 


Ang'o’s proposals, sent to the union at the weekend, included that 
all hostels should function normally; that there be normal access 
to hostels for workers, management and union officials; that 
there be norma! access to shafts and plants with areas designated 
for peaceful picketing. Angio also suggested that no force, or the 
threat of force, be used by management, the union or its mem- 
bers. 


Mr Golding said luis union had accepted the proposals and would 
nut backtrack on the agreement but it would be hard for union 
members tc “unilaterally abide by that decision.” 


At the NUM press conference, called shortly after the talks 
broke down, Mr Rannaphosa said th- :ncident at President Steyn 
showed that Anglo had no real intention to quell the violence on 
its mines. “The meeting with the Anglo American Corporation 
has proved that we are dealing with a treacherous, cowardly and 
ruthless organisation ... our members are spilling blood in the 
mines while were are sitting negotiating.” 


Mr Ramaphosa added that while Anglo American were in a press 
conference last Thursday to “discuss the situation on miners 
striking at Anglo’s East Rand Gold and uranium Corporation 
(ERGO), police were moving in and attacking our members cn 
mine property.” 


He added that Anglo’s statements abou? its desire to negotiate 
were “designed to deceive the public to believe it was prepared 


to end the strike.” He reiterated that the NUM did not think 
Anglo’s proposals were sufficient to restore peace to the mines. 


Mr Ramay hosa outlined the union's eight proposals to the com- 
pany. 
They are: 


— Mine security forces be demobilised and removed from the 
hostels: 


— Anglv should not call the SAP on to mine property; 


— If agreement is reached, a monitoring system should be set up; 
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— Charges against workers arrested during the strike be with- 
drawn; 


— Workers injured in violence be compensated; 


— The company does not charge striking workers for food and 
accommodation; 


— Workers on mine detention barracks be released; and 


— The mines be opened to the media so the real situation there 
can ve shown to the public. 


He said Anglo had suggested that a review board be set up to 
monitor complaints of any violations of the proposed accord but 
would have no power to act on the information it received. “A 
review boz: ‘is not what is needed,” Mr Ramaphosa said. 


He said he felt Anglo should have “accepted in principle” that 
injured workers be compensated and charges dropped against 
those arrested instead of rejecting them out of hand. 


He charged that Anglo “had come to depend on the state to crush 
the strike.” 


The union said it was prepared to resume negotiations but added 
that after today’s incident “we as a negotiating team have no 
trust in Anglo but we are always prepared to negotiate with 
employer groups.” He added: “We should be negotiating with 
a view to reaching an agreement both parties will stick to.” 


Chamber Claims Miners Returning 
MB!171731 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1727 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug |7 SAPA — There had been a decrease 
in the number of people taking part in the eight-day-old coal and 
gold mine strike called by the National Union of Mineworkers, 
a spokesman for the Chamber of Mines said today. “A significant 
number of workers on four mines affected by the strike returned 
to work today,” the spokesman said. He added that no new mines 
had joined the strike. 


Tne spokesman dismissed suggestions by the Labour Monitoring 
Group (LMG) that the strike had cost the gold mining industry 
in the region of R93 million. “che LMG's estir tes of the number 
of people out on strike are grossly inflated and so are its utter- 
ances on the cost of the strike to the industry. What is more, the 
LMG has said in a statement that Rand Mines foregone profit 
cannot be calculated because cost figures have not been released 
by the Harmony Mine, the only gold mine in the group — 
according to the LMG — to be affected by the strike. This is 
simply not true. Harmony has not been affected by the strike at 
li," the chamber said. 


The chamber said that 104 striking NUM members had deen 
locked out at the Nuclear Fuel Corporation (Nufcor) this 
afternoon at its Suurbekom piant near Johannesburg after dead- 
lock was reached in wage negotiations at a conciliation board 
meeting earlier in the day. The iockou\ was imposed because of 
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management's concern about possible damage to its plant “in the 
light of recent incidents of sabotage elsewhere in the industry.” 


Today's deadiuck followed two months of negotiations during 
which NUM members held two illegal stoppages at the Nufcor 
plant. In three meetings since July 24 the employers increased 
their wage offer three times with no attempt by the NUM to 
lower its demand for a 30 per cent increase. 


NUM negotiators today rejected a wage offer ranging from 23.4 
per cent in the lowest category to 25.9 per cent for employees in 
the highest category among NUM members at the plant. 


Nufcor’s final offer, if eventually accepted, will increase the 
average wage of the plant’s unskilled employees to R400 per 
month excluding free food and accommodation valued at more 
than R120 per month. 


GENCOR Reports Improved Attendance 
MB181803 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1740 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 18 SAPA — Attendance at gold mines 
in the GENCOR group continued to improve last night and this 
morning, the group said in a statement to SAPA today. “Nearly 
90 per cent of the workforce at the Bracken gold mine near 
Evander are back at work, and at the neighbouring Leslie gold 
mine about 70 per cent have reported for duty today. Attendance 
at the St Helena gold mine showed a further improvement and 
more than 65 per cent of the employees are now back at work. 
Attendance at Grootvlei, Kinross, Marievale, Stilfontein and 
Winklhaak is still poor, but at Beatrix, Buffelsfontein, Unisel and 
West Rand Cons absentees are not significant.” 


AAC Reports Attendance, Sabotage 
MB190737 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0655 GMT 19 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 19 SAPA — A pipeline supplying 
water to the ERGO [East Rand gold 0] plant was sabotaged in 
Kwathema near Springs yesterday, Anglo American Corpora- 
tion spokesman, Mr Paul Clothier, said today. Mr Clothier said 
about 2000 tons of water were lost as a result of the incident. 
Police were investigating. 


He also said 700 strikers returned to work at Amcoal’s Landau 
colliery near Witbank this morning. This follows talks yesterday 
between management and the National Union of Mineworkers. 


“At Freddies No 5 hostel NUM strike committees finally agreed 
to allow maintenance crews into the hostel under security protec- 
tion to effect repairs to three kitchens in the hostel,”’ he said. 


Mr Clothier said at other mines administered by Anglo Ameri- 
can Corporation and affected by the NUM wage strike the 
situation was unchanged. 
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Police ‘Assault’ Striking Soweto Council Workers 
MB181641 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It is very much a time of strikes in South Africa. Hundreds 
of thousands of black miners are still out and many gold and coal 
mines have been closed down. Now, several thousand black 
workers employed by the City Council of Soweto have gone on 
strike, and there have been violent clashes with police. Julian 
Borger asked Thami Mazwai, news editor of the Sowetan news- 
paper, what had happened. 


{Begin recording] [Mazwai] Well, there was large crowd of 
people, several thousand of the Soweto City Council, workers 
opposite the Jabulani offices of the city council, and when these 
people were there, they were warned by the police that they 
constituted an illegal gathering. Now, the security forces had 
come in their numbers when there were signs that the workers 
from all parts of Soweto were converging on the Soweto City 
Council offices, and after the warning, then there was action and 
tear gas was fired, people were sjambokked [whipped] and they 
ran all over the place. Some were severely assaulted and they ran 
into the houses opposite the town council. 


[Borger] Is it known whether they were any serious casualties? 


[Mazwai] Well, there were serious casualties in terms of being 
hit with fist and kicked, but whether there were cases of hospital- 
ization, it is difficult to say at this stage, nor do we have any 
evidence that there were any fatalities. 


[Borger] Were there any arrests? 


[Mazwai] Yes, some people were arrested. It is difficult to say 
how many were but at least two dozen could have been arrested. 


[Borger] What is behind tis municipal workers strike? 


{Mazwai] Well, there was a memorandum presented to the city 
council yesterday in which the workers demanded that they must 
be paid the same as the white people who are being employed by 
the city council and that their salaries must be increased. Now, 
what is happening is that the white officials of the council get 
princely salaries whilst the blacks are being given meager wages 
and meanwhile the town council is in a black township and the 
town councillors are supposed to be black people. [end recording] 


VIII. 19 Aug 87 


BENIN 


University of Benin Reopens 17 Aug 
AB181046 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Text] Academic work has fully resumed at the University of 
Benin after 3 months of closure due to student disturbances. 
Lectures began immediately yesterday after a session of [words 
indistinct] and registration for readmission by the students. The 
vice chancellor, Prof Grace Alele Williams, told a Radio Nigeria 
correspondent in Benin that steps have been taken to ensure that 
the students cover enough grounds to prepare them adequately 
for the semester examination scheduled to begin on Monday [24 
August] next week. According to Prof Alele Williams, lectures 
will be extended to weekends to achieve this objective. She 
appealed to students as well as members of the academic staff to 
cooperate with her administration to ensure a peaceful atmo- 
sphere in the institution. 


BURKINA FASO 


ILO Director General Meets With Sankara 
AB! 50755 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] After a visit of 3-days to Burkina Faso, the director 
general of the ILO, (Faysal Abderahman), was received by 
President Thomas Sankara early this afternoon. Mr (Faysal), 
who was in Burkina Faso to attend the 4th anniversary celebra- 
tions of the democratic and popular revolution, is paying his 
second visit to our country. His discussions with the Burkinabe 
authorities focused on technical cooperation between the ILO 
and Burkina Faso, and on the struggle against apartheid. He 
gives further details on these two issues to our correspondent, Rok 
Parfait Ouedraogo. 


[Begin recording] We discussed technical cooperation between 
Burkina Faso and the ILO with the head of state. We have a 
relatively large program in Burkina Faso, the guarantor and 
executor of which is Fidel Toe, minister of labor, civil service, 
and social security. The head of state gave us instructions to 
promote this program, and we are going to do our best to see that 
these instructions are promptly carried out. 


We also discussed the struggle against apartheid, this evil system 
that prevails in South Africa. | have had occasion to single out 
the highly important role played by the ILO in the international 
struggle against apartheid. We are going to hold a conference on 
apartheid in Harare next year, and I have asked for a financial 
contribution from Comrade President Thomas Sankara for the 
organization of this conference, a forum that will enable us to 
make public our position on the policy of apartheid in South 
Africa. This conference will be financed with voluntary contribu- 
tions, and I am happy that the head of state has pointed out that 
Burkina Faso will be present and that other African countries 
wi!l also attend the conference and contribute financially to the 
struggle against the Pretoria regime. 
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We believe that at the (?root) of apartheid is a problem of labor, 
because apartheid is primarily based on the exploitation of cheap 
labor working under unhealthy and abominable conditions. [end 
recording] 


IVORY COAST 
Investigation Into Aoussou Abduction Begins 


Authorities Refuse Comment 
AB181223 Paris AFP in English 1156 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] Abidjan, Aug 18 (AFP) — Forty-eight hours after the 
kidnapping of Ivory Coast Minister of Public Works and 
Transportation Koffi Aoussou from his home here, the author- 
ities were keeping a stubborn silence Tuesday while the police 
and Army were intensifying operations to find the minister and 
his kidnappers. 


Strict border controls were being enforced. All access to this 
economic capital, including roads leading to the international 
airport, were being patrolled and all cars were being searched in 
what has been described by officials as the country’s largest ever 
security operation. 


There was still no official comment about the mysterious kidnap- 
ping but Interior Minister Leon Konan Koffi had discussed the 
situation with President Felix Houphouet-Boigny in the new 
political capital, Yamoussoukro, some 240 kilometres (150 miles) 
west of here. 


Security sources said they still had no clues why Mr. Koffi 
Aoussou was kidnapped. The ;ro-government press has main- 
tained silence over the incident, the first of its kind in this West 
African country, which is believed to be one of the most stable in 
the region. 


Aoussou Calls Home; Frenchmen Sought 
AB181506 Paris AFP in French 1442 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Text] Abidjan, 18 Aug (AFP) — Ivorian Public Works Minister 
Koffi Aoussou, who was kidnapped in the evening of 16 August 
from his Abidjan residence by two white men and a black man 
reportedly telephoned his family to assure them about his fate, it 
was learned from sources close to his family on 18 August. It was 
also learned from police sources that an international search 
warrant was issued on 17 August for the arrest of two 
Frenchmen, Alain Raymond Perales and Alain Claustre, two 
aides of Mr Aoussou in the management of the luxurious hotel 
complex, the Wafou, located in a residential quarter in the 
suburbs of Abidjan. According to sources close to the family, Mr 
Aoussou was reportedly feeling fine and remains in Ivory Coast. 
However, no details were given on the place and the conditions 
under which the minister was being detained. 


Meanwhile, Ivorian authorities have refused to make any official 
statement on the matter and the national press has kept silent 
over the issue. 
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Ties With Suspects Noted 
AB181829 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program]] 


[Text] There is tight security in Ivory Coast as the hunt goes on 
for the kidnappers of the minister of transport, Koffi Aoussou, 
on Sunday [16 August] night. Reports claimed that two French- 
speaking white men overpowered guards at the minister’s home 
with tear gas and bundled him off. Who was responsible and what 
the motive was, was unclear. But now the authorities are naming 
names. From Abidjan, Lyse Doucet reports: 


{Begin recording] According to documents obtained from police 
sources, the Ivorian authorities had asked Interpol to assist them 
in finding two French men, Alain Raymond Perales and Alain 
Claustre, the key suspects in the Sunday night kidnapping of 
Ivory Coast’s minister of public works and transport, Koffi 
Aoussou. 


Forty-five year old Mr Perales is the former director of the 
Wafou Hotel in Abidjan, a picturesque tourist complex with 
rooms built like African huts, which is partly owned by Mr 
Perales and Mr Koffi Aoussou, who last year fired Mr Perales 
and some of his staff, putting his own men into the hotel man- 
agement. Informed sources here say that Mr Perales has since 
tried in vain to get either a large sum of money or his position 
back from Mr Koffi Aoussou. Legal and personal attempts are 
allegedly frustrated by Mr Koffi Aoussou’s political stature. As 
to Mr Perales, his acquaintances say he is part of the community 
of expatriate businessmen involved in what are alleged to be less 
than reputable business deals. 


The Ivorian police have informed Interpol that, given the impor- 
tance of this affair, the extradition of Mr Perales and his associ- 
ate, Mr Claustre, will be requested f-om whatever country they 
are found in. Not only is Mr Koffi Aoussou a government 
minister and a member of the country’s Political Bureau, he is 
also a cousin to the Ivorian leader, Houphouet-Boigny. 


Inside the country, check points are still in place on main roads 
out of Abidjan with elements from all the country’s security 
forces including elite brigades searching cars and patrolling 
residential areas. Police sources cail it the largest security opera- 
tion in the country’s history. 


The Ivorian Government has still not commented publicly on the 
affair and there is a news blackout in the government controlled 
media. But the Ivorian president has come back to Abidjan from 
his home town Yamoussoukro to deal with an affair which has 
provoked deep concern at all levels of a political system, where 
politics and business have always been known to be entangled. 
[end recording] 
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NIGER 


PRC Journalists, Counterparts Discuss Cooperation 
AB160651 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] Within the framework of Niger-China cooperation, a 
three-man PRC press delegation arrived in Niger yesterday for 
a visit. This morning, it held a working session with a delegation 
of the Niger Journalists Association [AJN], led by its chairman, 
Aboubakar Chio Koudize. During the session the delegations 
exchanged information and views, primarily on the press in Niger 
and the PRC, and noted some similarities in the media’s role in 
both countries. They also discussed fruitful bilateral cooperation. 


During its stay, the PRC delegaiion will take note of socioeco- 
nomic achievements in the Keita Subdistrict, visit industrial 
units in Niamey, and inspect water and agricultural projects in 
the vicinity of the capital. It will be recalled that the All-China 
Journalists Association has invited Niger journalists to visit the 
PRC on two occasions. 


In his speech, the AJN chairman expressed satisfaction with the 
Chinese delegation’s choice of Niamey as the key stop on its 
African tour. 


Replying, the head of the Chinese delegation thanked his Niger 
counterparts for the warm reception accorded his delegation and 
expressed the hope that the bonds of friendship between Chinese 
and Niger journalists and people would oe further strengthened. 


New National Press Agency Launched 
AB142005 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] A Niger news agency has just been created in our country 
by Decree No 87/23. The ANP’s /Agence Nigerienne de Presse] 
aim is to collect information throughout the country for compre- 
hensive and objective news reports and to centralize all informa- 
tion transmitted from other agencies abroad. The agency is also 
responsible for processing and dispatching domestic and interna- 
tional news items to local media houses and other subscribers for 
a fee. 


As pointed out in an article published this morning in the daily 
newspaper LE SAHEL, the director of this agency, Magagi 
Boureima, said the promulgation of this decree is the result of 
many years of efforts to create an agency which, among other 
things, will enable our country to be better understood on the 
international scene and to better explain the justness in the 
options we freely chose. 
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NIGERIA 


Foreign Minister Suggests Development of ‘Black’ Bomb 
AB182030 Lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 
11 Aug 87 


[Text] The minister of external affairs, Prof Bolaji Akinyemi, has 
called on Nigerian scientists to develop a bomb to end the racial 
monopoly of nuclear weapons. In an address to the first anniver- 
sary lecture of This Week magazine Prof Akinyemi said this was 
necessary to forestall a nuclear blackmail of the black race. He 
said that Nigeria's defense posture by the year 2,000 should be 
the development of a nuclear capability either independently or 
within a collective endeavor. Prof Akinyemi stated that the 
ECOWAS subregion could provide the initial infrastructure for 
a modest African nuclear capability. 


Booby-Trapped Parcel for Newspaper Director Defused 
AB181516 Paris AFP in French 1435 GMT 18 Aug 87 


[Text] Lagos, 18 Aug (AFP) — A booby-trapped parcel addressed 
to the director of the Nigerian Statesman newspaper in Owerri 
(eastern Nigeria), was defused 17 August by the police, it was 
learned today in Lagos. 


The bearer of the parcel refused to reveal the identity of the 
sender by handing over the package on 16 August to the day 
watchmen, who immediately alerted the police. The newspaper's 
editor in chief, Mr Felix Eleke, received a death threat in a letter 
on 12 July. 


On 19 October 1986, Mr Dele Giwa, the director of the weekly 
Newswatch, died following the explosion of a letter bomb at his 
home in Lagos. 


Electoral Commission Announces New Structure 
AB161552 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission [NEC] today 
announced the structure that will guide its operations. Under it, 
there will be electoral commissioners at the federal level as well 
as state electoral commissioners. The state electoral commission- 
ers wil be appointed soon. 


Also to be appointed are electoral officers in each local govern- 
ment area. They will coordinate activities of the commission in 
their areas. The chairman of the commission, Prof Eme Awa, 
announced this today while speaking on Behind the Headlines, a 
Radio Nigeria Lagos current affairs program. 
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He stated that each local government would be divided into 
constituencies and polling centers which would be manned by the 
commission’s officials. Professor Awa noted that this structure 
was a contrast to the previous ones where those who worked for 
the commission were not employed by the electoral body. He was 
optimistic that with the appointment of the local commissioners, 
it would be easy to check irregularities at polling stations. 


On the proposed two-party system, the NEC chairman said that 
opportunity should be given to the opposition to criticize those in 
power to ensure that they were actually doing what they were 
expected to do. The chairman, however, pointed out that the 
opposition should not abuse the priviledge to engage in activities 
that were capable of destroying the political system. Professor 
Awa stressed the need to raise the level of the political education 
of the people to achieve free and fair elections. He said this was 
why the Federal Government was embarking on the mass mobi- 
lization program. 


The National Electoral Commission was inaugurated last Mon- 
day in Lagos by chief of General Staff, Rear Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu. 


TOGO 


Eyadema Receives Message from France’s Chirac 
AB171541 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] General Eyadema this morning received His Excellency 
Georges- Marie Chenu, French ambassador to Togo. Mr Clienu 
delivered a message from French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac 
to the head of state. After his meeting ith Gen Eyadema, the 
French ambassador to Togo made the following statement: 


[Begin recording] I have just been received by the head of state, 
His Excellency Gen Eyadema. I delivered him a letter from the 
prime minister, Jacques Chirac. The French authorities, who 
have always followed events in Africa with keen interest, asked 
me to consult with Gen Eyadema because a number of major 
events have taken place in Africa since I was last received by the 
Togolese head of state. You are aware of the aggravation of the 
situation in northern Chad. Developments in South Africa are 
also of concern to the French authorities. There are also the 
political and economic implications of the increase in the price of 
oil, and the new international situation. It is therefore necessary 
for the French authorities to know the views of African heads of 
state with whom we maintain special relations. This is why we 
reviewed the African situation on the international level. | will 
not fail to convey Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema’s views to the French 
Government on these latest events which are important for 
Africa and also for the world balance of power. [end recording] 
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